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BMOL	 	 	 Black	Men	Of	Labor	Social	Aid	and	Pleasure	Club	
	
CORE	 	 	 Congress	of	Racial	Equality	
	
NOFA	 	 	 New	Orleans	Festival	Arts	
	
SNCC	 	 	 Student	Nonviolent	Coordinating	Committee	
	
SPAC	 	 	 Social	Aid	and	Pleasure	Club	
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Appendix	B	
	
Shukrani	Gray	
Anthropology	Masters	Thesis	
Interview	Questions	
	
	
	
My	interview	questions	model	the	four	types	of	interview	questions	as	laid	out	in	J.P.	Spradley
’s	work	in	The	Ethnographic	Interview	(1979).	He	suggests	interview	questions	be	categorized	
as	follows:	
	
• Grand	Tour	Questions:	Asking	the	cultural	in	formant	to	generalize	
• Details	Through	Questions:	Asking	follow	up	questions	about	an	act,	event,	or	category.		
• Experience	Questions:	Asking	about	experience	
• Native-like	Questions:	Asking	the	cultural	informant	to	use	his/her	own	words	and	
expressions.	
	
Introduction:	
	
The	reason	I	have	asked	you	to	come	and	share	with	me	is	so	that	I	can	learn	about	your	
experience	as	a	New	Orleans	artist/member	of	(organization).	I	want	to	understand	the	
historical	context	in	which	you	became	active	in	participating	in	New	Orleans	Festival	Arts.	I	also	
want	to	understand	how	you	make	decisions	concerning	how	you	present	the	visual	
representation,	music,	art	and	ritual	connected	to	your	personal	identity	within	a	larger	
community.	Our	interview	will	help	me	learn	more	about	the	way	you	experience	and	present	
your	art	and	how	it	reflects	your	views	about	who	you	are.	I	especially	want	to	understand	how	
your	art	relates	or	does	not	relate	to	your	views	about	an	African	Diasporic	Identity,	and	the	
rest	of	your	life.		
	
Project	explanation:	
	 	
This	research	will	help	me	to	examine	how	a	group	of	African	Americans	define	and	live	their	
African	Diasporic	Identity	within	NOFA.	I	also	seek	to	understand	how	an	African	Diasporic	
Identity	is	created	and	passed	on	through	the	arts.	I	will	take	the	information	I	gather	and	study	
it	to	discover	how	African	Americans	in	New	Orleans	express	their	identity	and	views	through	
the	process	of	creating	and	reinforcing	a	tradition.			
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Recording	explanation:	
	
If	I	may	have	your	permission,	I	would	like	to	tape	this	interview	so	I	can	go	over	it	later	and	not	
be	tied	to	pen	and	paper	as	we	talk.	If	that	is	ok,	please	sign	the	consent	form	I	have	provided.		
	
Interview	explanation:	
	
During	the	interview	I	will	ask	you	a	series	of	questions.	I	may	ask	you	to	look	at	a	video	clip	or	a	
photograph	to	identify	something	you	have	described	or	to	have	you	explain	an	event	or	object.	
I	may	also	ask	you	to	draw	a	simple	diagram	to	illustrate	networks	of	people,	similar	to	a	family	
tree.	This	kind	of	detail	will	help	me	to	have	a	better	understanding	of	your	experience.		
	
Interview	Questions:	
	
1. What	is	your	name	and	what	year	were	you	born?	
2. What	city	were	you	born?	
a. If	you	were	not	born	in	New	Orleans	–how	old	were	you	when	you	came	to	New	
Orleans?		
b. In	what	areas	of	New	Orleans	have	you	lived?	
3. What	schools	did	you	attend?		
a. Where	are/were	they	located	in	New	Orleans?		
4. Did	you	attend	college/university?		
a. Name	of	institution	post	high	school	that	you	attended?	
i. Where	was	it	located?	
ii. How	many	years	
iii. Did	you	complete	a	degree?		
1. In	what	year?	
5. In	what	community	organizations	do	you	participate	and	what	do	you	do?		
6. When	you	think	back	on	your	life,	what	was	your	first	experience	with	these	kinds	of	
organizations?	
7. How	did	you	begin	participating	in	the	first	activity,	and	how	did	the	others	(if	there	are	
others)	come	into	your	life?	
8. Please	look	at	this	photo	and	describe:	
a. 	Where	are	you	?	Why?	
b. What	you	are	wearing	in	the	photo	
c. Who	are	the	players	in	the	photo	
d. What	is	happening	in	the	photo	
e. Any	imagery/symbols	you	see		in	the	photo	
9. People	describe	New	Orleans	as	“the	most	African	city	in	the	U.S.”.	What	does	that	
statement	mean	to	you?	
10. Describe	what	you	teach	others	about	your	art/tradition?	
a. How	do	you	teach	others	about	this	tradition?	Describe	your	teaching	method	
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11. What	are	the	most	important	points	you	cover	when	telling	someone	about	your	
art/traditions.	
12. What	are	the	roots	of	your	arts	practice?	
a. Where	does	it	come	from?	
b. Hope	did	you	learn	your	art	practice?	
c. It	has	been	said	that	New	Orleans	festival	arts	have	African	roots.	Can	you	
explain	what	this	statement	means	to	you?	
13. One	reason	I	chose	to	interview	you	is	because	I	have	observed	that	you	incorporate	
African	imagery	in	your	presentation	of	New	Orleans	festival	arts.		
a. Why	do	you	do	that?		
b. Do	you	always	incorporate	African	images	in	all	of	you	work?	
c. Do	you	recall	when	you	began	to	incorporate	African	imagery	and	why	?		
14. Are	you	familiar	with	Tambourine	and	Fan?		
a. Who	are	they?	
15. Did	Tambourine	Fan	contribute	to	New	Orleans	festival	arts	as	we	see	it	today?	
a. 	If	so	what?	If	not,	who	did?	
16. Please	describe	yourself?	
17. When	you	think	of	yourself,	how	do	you	see	yourself	in	relation	to	Afrocentric	thought?	
18. Please	describe	your	understanding	of	the	relationship(s)	between	Blacks	in	the	U.S	and	
Africa?	
19. Please	describe	your	understanding	of	the	relationship(s)	between	Black	in	the	U.S.	and	
Blacks	in	other	countries?	
20. Please	list	all	of	the	NOFA	organizations	that	have	impacted	your	artistic	development	
and	your	expression	of	NOFA.		
21. Who	are	the	major	influences	in	how	you	express	your	NOFA?	
22. Have	you	ever	participated	in/done	any	of	the	following?	
a. Worn	African	print	American	styled	clothing	
b. Worn	traditional	African	clothing	
c. Visited	or	lived	in	an	African	country	
d. Learned	an	African	language	
e. Eaten	African	food	
f. Learned/performed	African	dance	or	instruments	
g. Do	you	have	friends	who	are	from	an	African	country	
h. Do	you	do	business	with	people	from	an	African	country	
i. Visited	or	lived	in	a	Caribbean	country	
j. Have	African	art	in	your	house	
k. Participated	in	Kwanzaa	
l. Participated	in	African	Liberation	Day	celebrations	
m. Participated	in	Maafa	
n. Participated	in	Marcus	Garvey	Day	
23. Are	you	familiar	with	the	term	“African	Diaspora”?		
a. What	does	it	mean	to	you?	
24. Is	there	a	connection	between	the	African	Diaspora	and	New	Orleans	festival	arts?		
a. If	so,	what	is	the	connection?	
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25. What	are	the	major	considerations	when	you	design	a	suit	for	parading?	(All	participants	
design	some	type	of	“suit”	for	parading,	be	they	social	aid	and	pleasure	club	members,	
Mardi	Gras	Indians,	Musicians	etc)		
26. Is	there	a	spiritual	component	to	the	art	you	practice?	
a. Describe	it	and	your	practice	
27. When	someone	connected	to	your	organization/art	passes	away	what	special	rituals	
does	your	group	perform?			
a. Are	there	any	special	ceremonies?	
b. Describe	the	kind	of	funeral	an	individual	might	have	or	one	that	you	either	
participate	in	and/or	observed.		
c. When	do	these	rituals	occur?		
i. Is	there	any	special	timing	or	anything	done	in	during	the	parade?	If	so,	
when	does	this	happen?	
28. Do	you	participate	in	any	form	of	annual	parading?		If	yes,	
a. Can	you	describe	from	start	to	finish	how	a	suit	is	created	for	your	annual	
parade?	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
